DEADLOCK
indeed, any power to effect the restitution of the Palatinate, was tolerably clear to everyone save the infatuated Prince and his visionary father. During the Prince's visit Olivares had, in an unguarded moment, allowed his real convictions to pierce the veil of falsehood he had so elaborately woven. Charles had declared to him that, should negotiations for peace in Europe fail, the Spanish King would surely be willing to assist Frederick's cause with his army. He must have received a sharp rebuff when Olivares replied frankly, 'Even if the Emperor were to give the King a blow in the face and to call him a knave, it would be impossible for his Majesty to abandon him or become his enemy. If he can preserve the friendship of the King of England as well as that of the Emperor, well and good. But if not, we ought to break with England even if we had a hundred Infantas married there/1
On another occasion, when all seemed to be going well, Olivares said good humouredly to the Prince and Duke: 'Now certainly it must be a match, and the devil himself could not break it.5 At this Buckingham sardonically replied that che thought so too, and that the match had need be firm and strong, it had been seven years in the soldering5,* Throwing discretion to the winds, Olivares proceeded to tell them that it had not been seriously intended in Spain for more than the last seven months and even went so far as to show them Philip's letter, which required him to put an end to the negotiations. To make matters worse, the Prince learned from this communication that apparently not only the present, but also the past King of Spain had been strongly averse to the proposed union.8
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